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By Jacob Geanous

The groundwater levels that ensure 
Boston’s structural stability have 
remained relatively unchanged over 
the last year, according to the Boston 

Groundwater Trust (BGwT). 
The large swath of Boston’s 

historic metropolitan area, from 
Fenway to East Boston, sits on a vast 
subterranean underwater forest that 

keeps the city from collapsing in 
on itself, which is an infrastructural 
challenge specific to Boston because 
of centuries old architecture. The city 
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Groundwater Levels 
Remaining Stable
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Shaded area represent where groundwater issues prevail

By Mannie Lewis 

If your dream home were rumored 
to be haunted would you buy it 
anyway? Would you rather be told up 
front or not know at all?

These questions are rare but 
confounding for Boston realtors 
navigating the odd legal landscape 
of paranormal disclosure and 
Massachusetts real estate. 

“I myself, in 15 years of real estate 
in Boston, ran into a murder and a 
haunted house,” said Robb Cohen, 

principal broker at Engel & Völkers. 
So unfamiliar was the question of 

supposed hauntings that Cohen had 
to do a bit of internet sleuthing to 
find out if he was legally required to 
disclose it. As it turned out, he was 
not.

“If it can be easily found out and 
it can be public knowledge, then 
yes, you do have to disclose it,” said 
Cohen.

Haunted houses are considered 
Continued on Page 2

Must Realtors Disclose 
If a House Is Haunted?

The Boston Guardian

By Jacob Geanous

Ayanna Pressley’s upset victory 
over Mike Capuano in the Seventh 
Congressional District Tuesday 
has practically ensured her a seat 
as Boston’s first African-American 
Congresswoman. 

The 44-year-old Boston City 
Councilor beat out the 10-term 
incumbent Congressman to lock 
down the Democratic nomination 
and will run unopposed in November’s 
mid-term election.

More than 100,000 turned out to 
cast ballots in the widely covered race 
that sparked the interest of national 

High Turnout For  
Local Elections

Jon SantiagoContinued on Page 2

Mr. Rogers Says Welcome

No one has missed the arrival of large and small moving vans in our 
downtown neighborhoods. To all of our new residents, we say welcome.

To help your transition, The Boston Guardian is publishing a special 
section starting on page seven with helpful information. 

You will find us friendly and caring. We believe there are no strangers, 
only friends you have not yet met. To paraphrase Mr. Rogers, please 
become our neighbor.
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Ayanna Pressley
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Legal Notice
CITATION ON PETITION FOR  

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
Docket No. SU18P1811EA

Estate of: Jeffrey S. Straw
Date of Death: 02/22/2018

To all interested persons: A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by Andrew Straw of 
Truckee CA requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. The Petitioner requests that Andrew 
Straw of Truckee CA be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration.

Important Notice

You have the right to obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/09/2018.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within thirty (30) days of the return date, 
action may be taken without further notice to you.

Unsupervised Administration Under the Massa-
chusetts Uniform Probate Code (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative appointed under the MUPC 
in an unsupervised administration is not required to 
file an inventory or annual accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of administration.

Witness: Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice of this Court
Date: August 28, 2018
Felix D. Arroyo, Register of Probate

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF  
PETITION FOR THE RESIGNATION 

OF A GUARDIAN OF AN  
INCAPACITATED PERSON

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
Docket No. SU03P1215GI1

In the interests of Thomas Jones of Boston, MA RE-
SPONDENT Incapacitated Person/Protected Person

To the named Respondent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been filed by Leon Drysdale 
of Manchester, NH in the above captioned matter 
requesting that the court accept the resignation of the 
Guardian and/or Conservator of the respondent.

The petition asks the court to make a determination 
that the Guardian and/or Conservator should be al-
lowed to resign; or should be removed for good cause; 
or that the Guardianship and/or Conservatorship is no 
longer necessary and therefore should be terminated. 
The original petition is on file with the court.

You have the right to object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this court on or before 10:00 
AM on the return date of 09/27/2018. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appearance if you object to the 
petition. If you fail to file the written appearance by the 
return date, action may be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition to filing the written 
appearance, you or your attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named person has the right to ask for 
a lawyer. Anyone may make this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness: Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice of this Court
Date: August 24, 2018
Felix D. Arroyo, Register of Probate

Classifieds Call (857) 265-3022
Custom Flooring 

& Millwork
–Wide Plank & Long Length Flooring 

–White Oak & Antique Heart Pine 
–Genuine Mahogany Decking

T.S. Mann Lumber    978-249-2206

www.MannLumber.com

Kitchens
Baths
Tile Work
Finish Work
Windows & Doors
Additions
Painting
Roofing
Gutters
Decks
Demolition
Masonry
Plumbing
Electrical
HVAC

Gerry DiPierro
President

617-592-6447
www.dipierroconstruction.com
info@dipierroconstruction.com

Fully Licensed & Insured

Police Report
Continued from Page 4

committed a hat trick of felonies, for which they 
were each charged with three counts of shoplifting 
by concealing merchandise. A search of the Mad 
Hatter’s records revealed that he had an active 
warrant for his arrest from the South Boston 
District Court. It seems this Newbury Street 
delinquent’s criminal history began in an entirely 
different neighborhood. But now, thanks to the 
cops of District 4 and the managers at North 
Face and Newbury Comics, this serial shoplifter is 
finally off the streets.

The Doctor is In
On Wednesday, August 29 at 11:35 am, a 

Special State Police Officer working for the Boston 
University Medical Center responded to reports 
of a man selling prescription drugs outside of the 
Shapiro Building, a medical center on 725 Albany 
Street. Could this pill pushing entrepreneur be 
trying to compete with the medical center?

The officer accessed CCTV footage, which 
showed the suspect, a shirtless white male wearing 
tan shorts, selling drugs to at least four different 
customers within the span of five minutes. While 

this local businessman might have a keen instinct 
for sales, his skills don’t include subtlety. All four 
of these deals occurred out in the open, in broad 
daylight, in front of a public building.

When the officer arrived on scene, he advised 
the discount doctor of his Miranda Rights. The 
suspect immediately denied selling any drugs, but 
the contents of his pockets told a different story. A 
quick search yielded Gabapentin, Amphetamine 
Salts, and Clonazepam, about 140 pills in total. 
He was charged with possession with intent to 
distribute class B, C, and E level drugs. Business 
closed until further notice.

Sk8er Bois
On Friday, August 31 at 7 pm, an officer from 

Longwood Public Safety stumbled across a gaggle 
of unruly skateboarders at the entrance of Tent 
City properties on 130 Dartmouth Street. The 
skaters were so busy busting sick moves that they’d 
begun to get in the way of customers. 

When the officer asked the kids to get off the 
dang lawn, they refused to leave the property, and 
became physically and verbally combative. When 
he called for backup, these tubular trespassers fled 
on their skateboards, but were stopped by one of 
the additional units. They each received a civil 
citation for trespassing.

Garden Policing
Continued from Page 3

high visibility to let people know that they are 
safe and have a police presence,” Connor said. “ I 
think drug use is prevalent here due to the fact that, 
unfortunately, there is a lot of homeless here… it’s 
kind of the perfect recipe for people to come in 
because they’ll stay in the shelters at night, but 
there’s nowhere to go during the day.”

At the time of the interview, a few downtown 
police officers were trying to tackle an apparent 
drug deal right off the Common near an idle 
construction site on Tremont Street. The BPD is 
better able to confront crime downtown, thanks 
in part to an expansive camera network that 
focuses on parts of the Common and Downtown 
Crossing, but the construction equipment on the 
street offered the alleged dealer cover from the 
cameras. 

At A1 headquarters, on Sudbury street, officers 
and higher ranking members of the BPD control 
the network of cameras, watching for anything 
that would warrant a police response. Some of the 
cameras are fixed, but some are able to pan and 
zoom well enough to capture a simple hand-to-
hand drug transaction in real time. 

“I think that is kind of the future of where we’re 
going,” Moy said. “We have a lot of public and 

private cameras that we monitor… Chinatown 
has a lot, Tremont street, Boylston Street… the 
more cameras we can put up that are recorded, 
that can backtrack, find a good photo. I think, 
the police department as a whole, it’s the way we’re 
going.”

Another one of the most important additions 
to the police repertoire has been the introduction 
of Narcan, a nasal spray which is used to treat 
opioid overdoses in real time. Officer Vilvalex 
got acquainted with Narcan right away when he 
started working the Common beat. 

“It was a couple days after I started [at the 
Common],” Vilvalex said. “a girl was unresponsive 
and blue in the face. I was nervous, it was my first 
time. I mean we did it in academy, but it was on 
dummies. This was a human being. My partner 
helped me out and once we did it together I was 
comfortable. She came to and It felt really good.” 

With the summer winding down, cold weather 
will return as another silent killer of the city’s 
homeless. As temperatures drop, Moy said the 
BPD will begin to increase wellness checks on 
homeless individuals who may be victims of 
long-term exposure to the cold. 

“We’ll tell them, especially the midnight guys, 
if you see someone struggling, to call EMS,” Moy 
said. “We tell them to take the individual in their 
cruiser to Pine Street, or another shelter, if the 
person is willing.”

Groundwater
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originally sat on a much smaller multi-pronged 
peninsula, which was expanded by dumping 
dirt and filler on top of wetland. As the city 
grew, whole trees were debranched and jammed 
into the wet silt to support buildings in the ever 
growing city.   

Today, The BGwT monitors groundwater 
below the city and the estimated 6,000 
buildings supported by wooden pilings. 
Christian Simonelli, Executive Director of 
the BGwT, keeps an eye on the groundwater 
levels year round, and monitors hundreds of 
groundwater wells that regulate the water that 
keeps Boston’s buildings above ground. 

“The piles are basically a tree trunk stripped 
of branches driven upside down into the 
ground,” Simonelli said. “A whole forest in 
Maine basically lost its life to build this city.” 

The pilings are supposed to be submerged 
in groundwater at all times, or else they will be 
exposed to air microbes and insects that degrade 
and rot the wood, endangering the structural 
integrity of the city above. If the water level 
drops, the wood is exposed, said Simonelli. 

“The piles can last indefinitely hundreds of 
years and be fine,” said Simonelli. “And when 

the piles rot, it takes years, so it’s a race against 
time.” 

According to Simonelli, a lot of new residents 
are unaware of this detail when they decide to 
move to the city. For residents, maintaining 
and possibly repairing the structure below 
their home is their complete responsibility. 
Although the BGwT is tasked with monitoring 
the groundwater wells, if repairs are necessary, 
the piles must be dug out by hand by a 
contractor and the expenses fall squarely on 
the homeowner. This could take anywhere 
between $200,000 and $2 million, according 
to Simonelli. 

“I get people all the time that will call and 
say they are looking to buy in Back Bay or the 
South End, and I walk them through it,” he 
said. “That’s part of it, the public outreach.”

The BGwT recently released a series of 
award-winning educational videos to help 
educate the public and make them aware of 
the importance of monitoring their property’s 
groundwater. 

“Now people can get a good overall picture 
and we’re not always going to prevent [deteri-
oration], all these buildings are at different 
heights and were built at different years,” 
Simonelli said. “The reception [to the videos] 
has just been overwhelming.”  


